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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

Physical  Features  ol  the  District.— The  area  of  the  District  is  11,307  acres.  It 
is  formed  of  the  various  divisions,  Welsh  Bicknor,  Whitchurch,  Ganarew,  Welsh  Newton,  Garway, 
and  Llanrothal.  The  conformation  is  hilly,  rising  to  1,200  feet  in  Garway  and  800  feet  in  Welsh 
Newton,  while  at  the  river  levels  it  is  only  100  feet  above  sea  level.  The  rivers  Wye  and  Monnow, 
with  their  contributory  streams,  drain  the  District.  All  the  land  is  agricultural  (graizing,  corn  and 
fruit  growing,  with  a  proportion  of  woodland).  A  few  stone  quarries  are  worked  in  various  parts 
of  the  district. 

Population. — At  the  last  census  it  was  1,526  and  is  now  estimated  to  be  1,522,  it 
consists  of  resident  gentry,  farmers,  farm  labourers,  a  few  mechanics,  boatmen  and  quarrymen.  The 
chief  occupations  are  healthy,  but  the  wages  are  small,  consequently  old  age  and  illness  necessitate 
poor  law  and  hospital  relief  in  a  large  number  of  the  cottagers. 

Births— The  number  registered  was  37,  made  up  of  24  male  and  13  female,  there  were 
no  illegitimate  births.  The  birth-rate  is  24  per  thousand. 

Deaths  were  28  in  number,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  11  per  thousand — 13  of  the 
deaths  were  of  persons  70  and  over,  and  of  these  2  were  over  90  years  of  age — 2  ot  the  deaths  were 
uncertified. 

Infantile  Mortality.  One  child  died  under  i  year  of  age,  it  was  3  days  old,  and  is 
certified  as  due  to  inanition  and  exhaustion.  This  gives  a  rate  of  27  per  thousand  births,  no 
illegitimate  children  died  under  one  year  of  age. 

Zymotic  Disease. — No  deaths  occurred  from  any  zymotic  disease.  Three  cases  of 
scarlatina  were  notified,  two  in  the  Whitchurch  division  were  undoubtedly  acquired  outside  the 
district,  one  arose  in  a  patient  on  return  from  the  seaside  ;  and  one  case  was  brought  over 
from  Gloucestershire  and  isolated  in  a  cottage  rented  tor  the  purpose  ;  one  case  occurred  in  Garway, 
every  precaution  was  taken  to  pervent  the  spread  of  the  disease  by  isolation,  the  use  of  disinfectants 
&c.,  in  each  case  successfully. 

Phthisis. — One  death  occurred  from  phthisis,  it  had  not  been  previously  notified,  another 
death  occurred  from  miliary  tuberculosis  and  which  had  been  previously  notified. 

Cancer. — One  death  occurred  from  Cancer,  giving  a  percentage  of  *5 
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House  Accommodation. — This  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  population.  The  cottages 
are  allowed  to  get  out  of  repair  in  many  instances.  The  three  cottages  on  the  Toward,  referred 
to  in  the  last  report,  have  been  all  put  in  a  satisfactory  state.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
reported 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force,  a  proof  of  the  water  supply  has  to  be  shown  before  a 
certificate  for  occupation  is  given.  Three  were  given  during  the  year. 

No  forms  of  inspection  of  houses,  under  the  Housing  Acts  1890  to  1909,  have  been 
received  during  the  year.  One  house  on  the  Howard  has  been  closed. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — This  is  carried  out  by  cess-pits,  earth  closets  and  privies  ; 
most  of  the  larger  houses  have  water  closets,  which  drain  into  cess-pits,  properly  arranged  for  over¬ 
flow  and  cleaning  out.  In  the  smaller  houses  there  are  no  drains,  or  only  short  ones,  anv  defects 
have  been  remedied  on  attention  being  drawn  to  them,  5  cases  were  attended  to.  The  house  refuse 
is  got  rid  of  by  middens  which  are  periodically  emptied  and  buried  in  the  garden. 

Water  Supply  Is  from  springs,  storage  tanks,  wells,  rivers  and  streams.  The  public 
wells  are  better  protected  than  formerly,  no  case  of  pollution  has  occurred,  no  new  wells  have  been 
sunk,  but  some  of  the  wells  in  Whitchurch,  reported  four  years  ago  to  be  out  of  order,  are  now 
reported  as  working.  A  Medical  Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board  inspected  Whitchurch 
and  a  Public  Enquiry  was  held  by  one  of  the  Board’s  Officers,  when  it  was  decided  that  a  water 
supply  was  required ;  one  of  the  Board’s  Engineers  has  held  two  conferences  with  the  Council, 
and  the  matter  is  still  under  consideration.  The  supply  to  Ganarew  is  to  be  augmented  by  one 

from  the  White  Well.  Meek’s  Well  requires  repairs. 
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No  great  scarcity  of  water  has  been  reported.  The  streams  have  been  free  from  pollution. 
The  Mill  pond  at  Whitchurch  is  often  foul  on  the  surface  and  requires  cleaning  out  frequently. 
No  contamination  from  lead  occurred.  There  are  no  combined  supplies. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Hilkshops. — There  is  only  one  diary  registered  and  it  is  in 
every  way  satisfactory.  The  cowsheds  visited  have  been  found  in  good  order.  There  are  no 
orders  in  force.  No  Tuberculous  milk  was  reported. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  two  in  the  district— they  are  clean  and  free  from  refuse. 
The  drainage  is  into  a  pit,  which  is  cleaned  out  at  once.  One  has  no  water  supply ;  one  has  a  well 
on  the  premises.  No  unwholesome  meat  was  reported.  There  are  no  bye  laws. 

Hop  Pickers. — There  are  none. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — There  are  none. 

Offensive  Trades.-  There  are  none. 

Hakelioiises. — There  are  three  in  the  district.  They  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
state,  and  been  limewashed.  There  are  none  underground. 

Schools. —  No  Schools  were  closed  during  the  year  on  account  of  epidemic  disease. 

The  school  premises  have  been  maintained  in  a  sanitary  state.  All  the  schools  except 
Garway  have  a  water  supply  on  the  premises. 
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The  schools  are  regularly  visited  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

The  various  teachers  report  any  suspicious  case  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In 
Garway.  a  case  of  Scarlatina  was  thus  detected.  In  Welsh  Newton,  a  case  of  Chicken-pox  occurred. 

Isolation  Hospital. — There  is  none — and  no  accomodation  is  arranged  for  elsewhere. 

At  present,  all  cases  notified  are  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  gives 
instruction  as  to  general  sanitation  and  the  means  of  spread  of  contagion  and  how  to  obviate  it- 
The  Inspector  visits  the  premises,  supplies  disinfectants,  and  at  the  termination  carries  out  the 
necessarv  disinfection,  if  requested  to. 

lets  and  Bye-Laws  adopted  in  the  District.— None. 

Workshops,  Workplaces*  dc  -  The  Bake-houses,  Blacksmith  shops,  Wheelwrights 
and  Carpenters  shops  and  one  Dressmakers  workplace,  were  visited  and  found  satisfactory.  Not 
more  than  three  people  work  in  any  one  of  them.  1'here  are  no  out-workers. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

Inspected  and  disinfected  three  houses  after  cases  of  Scarlatina. 

Three  certificates  granted  for  new  houses  (one  at  Garway  and  two  at  Symonds  Yat.) 

All  the  registered  Bake-houses  were  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

One  registered  Dairy  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  Cow-sheds  in  the  district  were  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

Five  cases  of  defective  house  drains  put  in  order. 

Two  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Seven  cases  of  foul  cesspools  cleaned  out. 

Nine  cases  of  foul  privies  and  receptacles  cleaned  out. 

The  schools  in  the  district  have  been  visited  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  inspected  and 
found  satisfactory. 

Yours  obediently, 

LLOYD  SMITH,  M.D., 

M.O.H. 


February  2jth,  IQ14. 
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WHITCHURCH  RURAL,  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 
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WHITCHURCH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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illegitimate  infants  — 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1913, 

FOR  THE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WHITCHURCH 

On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

1 
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4 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  included 
in  part  3  of  this  Report). 

15 

NONE. 

Total 

15 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


Particulars. 

1 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Found 

2 

Remedied 

3 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
4 

of 

Prosecutions 

5 

Nusiances  wider  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  - 

Want  of  Ventilation  - 

Overcrowding  - 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  - 

Other  Nuisances  - 

( Insufficient 

Sanitary  Accommodation  (  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(Not  separate  for  sexes 

NONE. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouses  (s.  xoi)  - 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100).  - 

Other  Offences  - 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which  are 
included  in  part  3  of  this  Report). 

Total 

3-HOME  WORK. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 
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OUTWORKERS  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 
Lists  received  from  Employers. 


Sending  twice  in  the  y*ar 

Sending  once  in  the  year 

Outwerkers 

Outworkers 

List  Con- 

Work- 

Lists. 

Con- 

Work- 

tractors 

men 

tractors 

men 

2  3 
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Notices 
served  on 
Occupiers 
as  to 

keeping  or 
sending 
lists.  8 


Prosecutions 
Failing  to 
keep  or 
permit 
inspection 
of  lints 
9 


Failing 
to  send 
lists 
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Wearing  Apparel— 

(x)  making,  &c. 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing 
Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings  - 
Furniture  and  upholstery 
Electro-plate  - 
File  making 
Brass  and  brass  articles 
Fur  pulling 
Cables  and  chains 
Anchors  and  grapnels  - 
Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  &c. 

Artifical  flowers 
Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 
Tents 
Sacks 

Racquet  and  tenuis  balls 
Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags 
Brush  making  - 
Pea  picking 
Feather  sorting 
Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons,  &c. 
Stuffed  toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  &c. 
Textile  weaving 

Total 


NONE 


4  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  Register  (s.  131)  m  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Blacksmiths 

Wheelwrights 

Carpenters 

Dressmakers 

Bakers 

Cycle  Shops 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


Number. 

o 


5 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

15 


5— OTHER  MATTERS 


CLASS. 

I 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133,  1901) 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector!  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  V 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133,  1901)  )  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M 

Inspector 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  -  -  - 

I11  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ------ 


Number. 

2 


NONE. 
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